
 

A Safety Alert can consist of any type of health, safety & environment (HSE) notification or    
Near Miss/Near Hit alert.  Proactive Alerts on jobs well done are also encouraged. 

SAFETY 
ALERT 
 

BACK INJURY CAUSED BY LIFTING SLINGS   Alert 2-20 
 

WHAT HAPPENED: 

The task was to prepare 4” Heavy Weight Drill Pipe for transfer from V door to pipe deck.  The Deck 
Foreman requested one of the deck crew to bring 2 transit slings from the north side of the pipe deck to 
the bottom of the V-Door.  The IP lifted the 2 slings, bundled together onto his right shoulder (see 
image below) and proceeded to walk toward the bottom of the V-Door.  After walking approximately 3 – 
5 metres he felt a sharp pain in his back and slid the slings from his shoulder onto the deck.  The Deck 
Foreman asked another member of the crew to escort the IP to the medic. After a short distance the IP 
had to stop as he was in too much pain to move any further.  Emergency response team (ERT) was 
summoned to take the IP to the sick bay on a stretcher.  The IP was subsequently medevac’d. 

 
CONTRIBUTING FACTORS: 

 The transit slings normally used for this task were not on-board.  
 The heavier slings were the only transit slings available at the time. 
 No one questioned the weight of the transit slings.  
 The actual weight of slings used offshore is not widely known nor identified in procedures or risk 

assessments. 
 
LESSONS LEARNED: 

 Sling weight campaign to be developed and communicated  
 Procedures and risk assessments to be up-dated to include sling weights  
 Manufacturers should be approached to discuss feasibility of actual sling weights to be 

clearly marked on slings 


