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ALERT 00-05 
 

BATTERY PACK FALLS FROM LIGHT FIXTURE IN DERRICK 
 

WHAT HAPPENED: 
 
A nickel-cadmium battery pack from the derrick light fixture fell approximately 150 feet (45 m), from 
above the monkey board to the skid deck.  The batteries weighed collectively 2.2 lbs. (1kg) and fell as 
two pieces.  No one was injured.   
 
WHAT CAUSED IT: 
 
The investigation determined that recent adverse weather had created a large amount of vibration 
within the fitting, causing the retaining mechanism for the battery pack to fail. 
 
CORRECTIVE ACTIONS: 
 

1. Derricks equipped with this type of light fittings should be checked to ensure the integrity of the 
battery retaining system.   

2. Consideration should be given to securing the battery pack to the light fitting using tie-wraps or 
other restraints, particularly if the fixture is regularly exposed to extreme weather conditions.  

3. The manufacturer should be consulted for alternative securing arrangements. 


